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NEVER AGAIN INTERNATIONAL 
 

GLOBAL YOUTH GENOCIDE PREVENTION FORUM 
 
Dedicating the 11th Commemoration of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide 

to Global Youth 
 
“… If the International community had acted promptly, it could have 
stopped most of the killing. But neither the political will nor the troops had 
been there. If the United Nations, government officials and the 
international media had the paid more attention to the gathering signs of 
disaster, it may have been averted. Warnings had been missed.” 
                                                   ( Kofi Anan 07th /04/2004 at the UN) 
 
THE CONTEXT 
  
In only one hundred days between April and July 1994 more than one 
million Tutsi and Hutu political moderates were murdered in the unnamed 
and terrible genocide. The consequences of genocide in Rwanda are 
immeasurable, but  they include problems of orphans, widows, street 
children destruction of the social and economic infrastructure, HIV/AIDS 
and a general sense of fear, frustration, and mistrust among people in this 
region. 
 
It is necessary to learn from the tragic failures in Rwanda: the lack of 
international response, the disinterested world media, and the global 
public’s apathy about the brutal deaths of so many Rwandans. There is 
still a profound lack of understanding about the events that took place, 
their causes and consequences. Rwandan’s tragic history must be used 
as an opportunity for national and international reform.  
 
Never Again wishes to unite global youth in the work of conflict 
prevention. Rwandan and international youth participants will be given the 
opportunity to work alongside each other. Never Again aims that this 
Global Youth forum will provide a space for mutual learning, thereby 
furthering Rwanda’s peace building efforts and fostering international 
understanding. The youth are the global window of hope for today and 
tomorrow. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Never Again, an international youth network, was founded at the Institute 
for International Mediation and conflict Resolution’s 2001 Symposium at 
The Hague. There, a group of students and young graduates from around 
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the world created a collaborative international partnership. Never Again 
aims to alert the international community to both the causes and the 
effects of genocide, and,to facilitate the exchange of ideas between young 
people: those who have lived through genocide, and those who wish to 
learn from them. Never Again aims to provoke ideas and action for the 
prevention of future conflict by bringing people together to cross borders.  
 
 
GLOBAL YOUTH GENOCIDE PREVENTION FORUM 
 
The Global Youth Genocide Prevention Forum – dedicating the 11th 
commemoration of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide to global youth - is a 
collaborative effort that will bring together young people from all over the 
world: Africa, Europe, America and Asia. The participants will meet in 
Rwanda from the 27th –“ 29th  May  2005, to commemorate the 11th 
anniversary of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide and discuss on how avoid 
genocidal ideology since it has extended to whole region. 
. 
 
Distinguished international scholars, experts, politicians and diplomats will 
be invited for discussions and public lectures. The participants will to 
discuss on there own how they wish to see the future and they have the 
chance of visiting also visit genocide sites, different organizations, groups 
and individuals: witnesses to the genocide, perpetrators, and those active 
in the reconciliation process. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE  
 
The target audience of the Global Youth Genocide Prevention Forum 
includes youth from Rwandan, Uganda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Tanzania, Kenya and International youth. The authors of the 
genocide achieved their goal by using the youth. Yet young people also 
became victims of genocide during and after the genocide.  
 
Today we recognize that the youth, both in the national and international 
contexts, are a potential force for the prevention of genocide. If young 
people around the world are aware of past genocides and have a level of 
personal engagement with the horror genocide entails, they are more 
likely to speak out if genocide occurs again.  Young people represent a 
significant active portion of the world demography and they should be 
encouraged to initiate projects for peace and genocide prevention.  
Genocide happened to the Jews, Bosinians, Alminans, Cambodia, former 
Yugoslavia and Rwanda, and now it is happening in Sudan (Darfur). In 
each of these cases it is the sons and daughters of this global village that 
are used and set to exterminate their own brothers and sisters.   
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In the context of Rwanda, there is evidence that a significant number of 
young people participated in the 1994 genocide. Most of them are now in 
prisons, or are in the jungles of Democratic Republic of Congo. They are 
victims of the situation created for them by myopic and greedy political 
manipulators. On the other hand, hundreds of thousands of young people 
lost their lives ; while many of those who survived were tortured, raped, 
traumatized, infected by HIV/AIDS. 
 
 
GOAL  
 
To facilitate global collaboration and dialogue between young people from 
around the world in order to : 

• encourage critical analytical thinking among young people about 
the causes of the genocide in Rwanda 

 
• raise awareness and understanding and share ideas about issues 

of conflict and conflict prevention 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

• Create a global youth forum to exchange ideas on genocide 
prevention 

• Raise international awareness on the genocide and to  plant a seed 
so that to keep these  memories  are not forgotten 

• Encourage youth cooperation through collaborative 
commemoration 

• Set up ways and mechanisms to use the existing systems to work 
for genocide prevention  

• Developing strategies and mechanism of implementing a 
sustainable way where youth can play a role in helping vulnerable. 

 
Never Again: Experience (Chronologically) 
 
Never Again International has planned, organized, forums and lectures at 
national, regional and international levels. We have collaborated with 
older and more established organizations who have helped to stretch our 
capabilities and we have participated in important and instructive events 
and meetings.  
 
Never Again events 

”What can we the youth do so Genocide never happen again” 2004 
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For the commemoration of the 10 anniversary of 1994 Rwandan genocide 
between June- August 2004 Never Again with the funding of US $ 60.000 
from DFID through CARE International organized youth history 
competition with the aim of allowing the youth to express their ideas on 
the theme 

 

The Rwanda Forum 2004 
In March 27th 2004 Never again international in collaboration with the 
Imperial War Museum in London organized the Rwandan forum which 
brought together 200 participants from all over the continent to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 1994 Rwanda Genocide (Visit 
www.neveragaininternational.org and www.iwm.org.uk ) 
 

Never Again Lecture Series 2004 
• Prof. Eric Markusen, head of the Department of Holocaust and 

Genocide studies from the University of Minnesota, USA at Kigali 
Institute of Science and Technology Rwanda(KIST) ,Rwanda 
National Television (TVR). .(October 2004) 

 
• Linda Melvern, a renowned  investigative Journalist, and a scholar 

at Kigali Institute of science and Technology Kigali (KIST) Rwanda 
(April 2004) 

 
• Never Again  Rwanda Chapter organized a public lecture on the 

atrocities taking place in Durfur Sudan at Kigali Independent 
University (ULK,  August 2004 ) 

 
 

Coordinating International Exchanges and Research Trips in 
Rwanda 
In the years 2003-2004 Never again organized University research trips. 
Reports of these researches were published in their home countries.  
 
2004 
The following groups of students came to Rwanda from different 
universities: 

 
18 Students from Northwestern University Chicago,  
3 students from Vermont University, USA  
6 students from Holland,  
11 students from University of Lund, Sweden 
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The Rwanda Trip 2002 
An international group of Never Again members from around the world 
journeyed to Rwanda to be paired up with a Rwandan host student. The 
group spent two weeks meeting survivors, government ministries, prisons, 
orphans, NGOs and building relationships between the members of the 
group – learning together about the genocide and the processes of 
reconciliation. The Rwandan hosts were students at the National 
University of Rwanda. The visitors came from: 

3 Students from University College of London; 
1 student from London school of Economics and political 

science,  
1 student from School of Orient and African Studies ,UK,   
1 student from McGill University Canada,  
1 student from Northwestern University,  
1 student from Harvard   
1 student from New York University ,USA 

 
Never Again organized, attended and participated in the following 
meetings and events 

• 2nd Nov 2004 Meeting with Gerd Scheuerpflug DED- Germany 
Development Service Kigali Rwanda. 

 
• 4th April 2004 A lecture to All Party Parliamentary Committee for 

the Great Lakes Region – General Dallaire UK. 
• 3rd April 2004 Never Again Rwanda asked a question about 

genocide prevention to the UK Prime Minister Tony Blair in one of 
the offices in the House of Commons , London 

• 3rd April Never Again International meeting with Lord Janner of 
Braunstone 

• 2nd April Never Again International Meeting with Phillip Dodd at the 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, London 

• 1st April Never Again International Rwanda Forum follow up 
meeting with the Foreign Policy Centre 

• 31st March Never Again International speak at the Foreign Policy 
Centre’s Social Capital Forum 

• 6th April 2002 Rwandan genocide Memorial seminar at the school 
of Orient  and African Studies, remembering Genocide in Rwanda; 
"Building a firm Foundation for the future" 

• 31st May 2002 Advisory meeting with Caroline Phillips, deputy 
Programme Manager, Rwanda, Africa great Lakes & Horn 
Department; UK Government Department for International 
Development. 

• 1 July 2002 Seminar organized by by Never again , SOAS 
Participants included members of Never again , Genocide survivors 
and members of the Rwandan community in the UK. 
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• 17th July Never Again organized and hosted the book launch for: 
Micheal Barnett’s Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations 
and Rwanda: Micheal N. Barnett ( Cornell University press, 2002) 

• July- August 2001 Institute for international Mediation and conflict 
Resolution 2001 Symposium 

• November 2001 The shallow Graves of Rwanda (St Mattins press, 
2001) Shaharayar M.Khan. Book Launch. School of Oriental and 
African Studies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STRATEGY OF EXECUTION 
(Working in partnership) 
 
1. Coordination Committee composed of the following 
 
Ministry of Youth, Culture and sports 
Never Again International 
Rwanda Genocide Ten office 
IBUKA 
Ministry of Foreign affairs 
Ministry of Education 
National Youth Council 
 
2 Technical Committee composed of the following 
 
Ministry of Youth, Culture and sports 
Never Again International  
Rwanda Genocide Ten office 
Ministry of Foreign affairs 
National Youth council 
Ministry of Education 
State protocol Department 
Survivors Associations 
Civil society organizations 
Donors 
 
  
Never Again Organizers 
Advisor: Dr Paul Rutayisire : Catholic Relief Services Tel: 08594305 
 

1. Regina Ingabire, Kigali Rwanda 08422669 
2. Nzamukwereka Albert Kigali Rwanda 08350092 
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3. Emmanuel Mugiraneza  Kigali Rwanda 08646434 
4. Joseph Ryarasa Nkurunziza , National University of Rwanda, 

08451287 
5. Poppy Sebag-Montefiore, Never Again Co-Chair, Beijing, China  
       0086 13911189059 or 0044 7968 043270 
6. Clare-Marie White, Never Again Communications Officer, London, 

UK 
7. Marian Hodgkin, Project Coordinator, Oxford, UK  
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INTERNATIONAL/NATIONAL  KEY SPEAKERS TO BE INVITED 
 
 

• Linda Mervern  Investigative Journalist UK 
• Poppy Sebag Montifiore   Co-Founder Never Again International, Beijing, 

China 
• Gerry Caplain-  Genocide scholar Canada 
• Patrick Mazimpaka African Union Addis Ethiopia 
• And some Great lakes and senior African Leaders and peace and Human 

Rights activitists 
• Joseph Habineza: Minister of Youth, sports and culture 
•  Prof: Romain Murenzi: Minister of Education 
• Elizebeth Onyango from Civil society, African Rights 
• Mr.Ngoga Martin: Former Rwandan Representative in the ICTR 
• Dr. Richard Sezibera: Rwanda special Envoy to the Great Lakes region 
• Fatuma Ndangiza: Secretary general National Unity and reconciliation 

Commission 
• Dr. Naason : Research Institute of Research dialogue and peace 
• Dr. Shyaka Anastase: National University of Rwanda Center for conflict 

Management 
• Prof : Faustin RUTEMBESA: National University of Rwanda 
• Domitile Nyirantangazwa: Gacaca 
• AVEGA 
• European Union 
• UNDP 
• USAID

���������	����������	
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Tentative Programme 

 

TIME MODULE/SUBJECT RESOURCE PERSON(S) 

26th  May 2005 Arrival of invited guests 

 Welcome speech and meetings lodges 

 Visit the widows & orphans shelter 
sites 

Never Again& Min. of 
Youth 

 Visit Genocide sites  Never Again& Min. of 
Youth 

20.00 PM 
 

Hotel 

27th May2005 Conference venue: Kigali Institute of science & 
Technology 

(Past, History of Genocide) 
 

07.00 AM – 
08.00 AM 

Registration of participants  Never Again Members 

09.00 AM – 
09.30 AM 

Background presentation 

 

-Never Again co-founder 

Minister of Youth, culture 
& Sports 

- 

09.30 AM – 
10.00 AM 

Official opening and welcome 
address 

  The Guest of Honor 

10.00 AM – 
10.30 AM                            
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TIME MODULE/SUBJECT RESOURCE PERSON(S) 

11.00 AM – 
13.00 PM 

-Root causes of Genocide 
 
-The role of the Media in the 
Genocide 
 
 
 

Private Rutazibwa 

Ingabire Marie Immacule 

                                   

 

 -History of Genocide Prof : Faustin 
RUTEMBESA 

 -Colonialism and Genocide Dr. Shyaka 

 Life of genocide survivors 

 
 

 Social Economic impact of Genocide Economic expert 

13.00 PM – 
14.00 PM  

Kigali Institute of Science 
and Technologies 

14.00 PM – 
16.00 PM 

Round Table Discussions amongst 
the youth 

 

16.00 PM – 
18.00 PM 

Drawing conclusions from the 
groups 

-Facilitators 

19.00 PM 
 

 

20.30 PM Films and Drama Rwanda Cinema Center 

28th May 2005 (Present) 

09.00 PM – 
09.30 PM 

Avoiding Divisionism and Genocidal 
Ideology via Good governance 

Minaloc 

09.30 PM – 
10.30 PM 

Can Never Again be a reality?  
Debate amongst the youth 

-Poppy Moderator 

10.30 PM – 
11.00 PM  
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TIME MODULE/SUBJECT RESOURCE PERSON(S) 

11.00 PM – 
13.00 PM 

-Why do people become killers 
Creating victims: The establishment 
of Racial Thinking 

 

Group facilitators 

13.00 PM – 
14.00 PM  

Kigali Institute of Science 
and Technology 

14.00 PM – 
16.00 PM 

Groups Discussions plenary  Group reporter 

16.00 PM – 
16.30 PM  

Kigali Institute of Science 
and Technology 

16.00 PM – 
17.30 PM 

Drawing conclusions Marian Hodgkin 

19.00 PM 
Conference  dinner 

 lodge 

29th May 2005 Future (What does the future Hold For us?) 

09.00 PM – 
10.30 PM  

-War and Genocide: the Rwandan 
Case 
Genocidal ideology in the Great 
lakes region: How can the Youth 
avoid this? 
 

Dr. Richard Sezibera 

10.30 PM – 
11.00 PM  

 

11.00 PM – 
12.00 PM 

-Genocide; memory and identity 
Use and Abuse of the Memory and 
History of genocide 

 

Mukagasana  Yolanda 

12.00 PM – 
12.30 PM 

Genocide and the Politics of Identity 

 
Human Rights group  

12.30 PM The role of the Youth in working for 
peace 

How can we help the survivors? 

Minister of Education 
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TIME MODULE/SUBJECT RESOURCE PERSON(S) 

13.00 PM 
 

Kigali Institute of Science 
and technology 

14.00-16.00 PM Discussion on the way forward 

Workshop evaluation 

Marian Hodgkin 

17.00PM-
18.00PM 

Closing Ceremony Minister of Youth 

Rep. funder &Youth Rep 

30th  May 2005 Departure   

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We hope that the Global Youth Genocide Prevention Forum Dedicating the 
11th Commemorations of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide to Global youth will be an 
opportunity for  youth to express remembrance, laying strategic measures to 
prevent genocide and other crimes against. Through this practical experience   
youth will sensitize the world to what happened in Rwanda and call upon the 
world to help in Rwanda’s efforts to build peace. We also hope that through 
collaborative efforts we will create a foundation for future cooperation in order to 
contribute to genocide prevention around the world since genocide is extending 
its boarders. 


